Third Sunday of
Lent
24th - 31st March 2019

ou may remember that in the First Sunday
in Lent we read the Gospel account of Our
Lord going into the desert for forty days and
forty nights, where he was tempted by the
Devil. Well, we see that, in the Gospel for this
week, the Devil appears once more. Our Lord
casts 'a devil' out of a man who could not
talk. He was accused of being in league with
the Devil for doing so: 'He casteth out
devils by Beelzebub, the prince of devils'. The
Devil and the damned angels are a spiritual
reality. While areas of the ancient world
attributed illnesses to the work of demons, it
is quite clear in the Gospels that a number of
people, whom our Lord cured, were afflicted
by a demonic influence. We would be foolish
if we took the so-called 'rationalist' approach
by denying such things, in the Gospels or in
life as we know it today. Our Lord used the
opportunity of releasing an individual from
the influence of a demonic spirit to show us,
not only that He, the Son of God, 'by the
finger of God', has power over the powers of
darkness, but also as a lesson about life itself.
Our Lord said: 'When the unclean spirit has
gone out of a man, he passes through
waterless places seeking rest; and finding none
he says "I will return to my house"', that is, to
the person who was already possessed, and he
brings along 'seven other spirits more evil than
himself'. The Devil is still active today among
men. That is why St. Peter advised in his first
letter to be sober and vigilant, 'because the
Devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour' (1 Pet 5: 8-9). As
Christians we should be strong and not be
afraid of the Evil One, trusting in the
sacraments and the aids which God gives us,
especially in time of trial, particularly the Holy
Mass and the Rosary. It is truly terrible when
Christians, especially clergy, allow themselves
to be led by the power of Satan. 'Corruptio
optimi, pessima’: 'the corruption of the best is
the worst'.

Welcome!
Please join us for refreshments
and a chat after the 10.30am
Mass. All the refreshments are
donated by parishioners. During
March we are collecting for the
Sisters Adorers of the Royal
Heart of Jesus in Preston.
Last Sunday, we collected £45.
Many thanks!

Blessed are they who hear
the word of God, and keep
it.
LK: XI 28

Feast of the Annunciation
Monday 25th March
Faith Talk: THIS Tuesday
6:30 pm in the Day Chapel.
All welcome!
March Devotions to Saint
Joseph, at the end of the
daily Adoration (Sun. 6pm;
Mon-Fri, 6pm & Sat. 8.30am

Father Gribbin
Second collection NEXT Sunday March 31st
for the heating of the church and presbytery.
Thank you for your generosity.

Stations of the Cross every
Friday in Lent 6pm

Holy Week at the Dome
Approx. 20mins 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month after 10.30am
Mass.
Contact: chn.montjean@icrsp.org
An opportunity for anyone
in the community to come and have a cuppa and a chat.

Anyone with photos of the church, please remember
to bring them along as we need them for our next
heritage project, thank you. Next chat: Wed 10th April
10am in the presbytery.
St Thomas Aquinas and the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.
Tuesday 26th March 6.30pm in the day chapel. All welcome.
: a Saturday afternoon, once a
month, of prayer and friendship for families. Next meeting
Saturday 6th April. Mass 12 noon. Followed by lunch (BYO) –
drinks and snacks provided. Palm procession with a donkey
(donkey rides!) and egg hunt. Contact Caroline 07748247833
Please help us to raise funds to restore
the Shrine by becoming a member of the ‘Friends’ group.
Forms are available at the back of church. Next committee
meeting: Wednesday 27th March 10am in the presbytery.
New Mass books available £5
Mass cards, rosary beads, books, gifts, Easter cards, all at very
reasonable prices. All profits go the shrine.
Opening times: Fri 8.45-10am Sat 11-12 noon.
Sun after both Masses.
Cash donations to Foodbank. Ronnie buys what is in short
supply and last week took 86kg of food. Many thanks.
Next meeting Saturday 13th April 2-4pm cost £10. For details
contact Dorothy 07767752671
Gregorian Chant
Every Monday 7 to 7.30 pm (Canon Poucin will be teaching
how to sing the chants authentically) Sunday from 10am in the
presbytery for the propers.
Kyriale for Lent: Mass XVII page 81. Please join in!
Polyphony Choir
Practices every Monday at 7.30pm in the presbytery. New
members are most welcome – please have a chat with Clare or
Christian after Mass.

Collection: £ 458.00 Boxes: £ 107.75
Standing Orders £230.00 Heating £164.78
Donations £340.00
Total: £1,300.53
Thank you for your generosity!

Sunday

14th

April: Palm
Sunday
10.30am: Procession and
Sung Mass
Thursday 18th April:
Maundy Thursday
9am: Gregorian Matins ‘Tenebrae’
2pm - 6pm: Confessions
7pm: Solemn High Mass
& Procession
Adoration until
Midnight
Friday 19th April: Good
Friday
9am: Gregorian Matins ‘Tenebrae’
12 noon - 2pm:
Confessions
2pm: Stations of the

Cross
3pm: Liturgy of the
Passion
5pm - 6pm: Confessions
Saturday 20th April:
Holy Saturday
9am: Gregorian Matins ‘Tenebrae’
2pm - 5pm: Confessions
7pm: Easter Vigil &
Solemn High Mass
Sunday 21st April:
Easter Sunday
8.30am: Low Mass with
organ
10.30am: Solemn High
Mass
5.30pm: Solemn Vespers
& Benediction

Pilgrimage to Lourdes with ICKSP
Monday 29th April - Thursday 2nd May 2019
Presided over by His Eminence Cardinal Burke
Travelling on Mon. & Thurs from Manchester,
joining the international pilgrimage of the
ICKSP on 30th April & 1st May Cost £ 450, all
inclusive. (flights, bus transfer & full board
hotel*** close to the Shrines) Information &
booking: icksp.lourdes2019@gmail.com

Church Cleaning for Easter.

Monday 15th
April 10am -12 noon Please come and help!

Please support the 40 Days initiative to challenge
the government's Relationships and RSE
Dear Friends,
You will be aware that the
Government is imposing compulsory Relationships
Education on primary schools and Sex and
Relationships Education on secondary schools. The
government is driving rough shod over the wishes of
the public, revealed in two large petitions and more
than 11,000 responses to the RSE consultation. Its
proposals take from parents their rights as prime
educators and impose a liberal ideology which
attacks family values at their core. The urgency for
action, and the 40 days, are explained on the
website: www.40days.uk. Show your support by
pledging your pound. And please pass on to as many
people as you can.
Many thanks Louise Kirk
P.S. Using the £1 pledge you don't need to reveal
your name.

Weekly Schedule
The Shrine is open all day for prayer. Daily Services in the Day Chapel during cold weather
Sunday 24th

8.30am
Low Mass
9.45-10.15am
Confessions

Mon 25th

Tues 26th

Wed 27th

7.30 Lauds &
meditation

7.30 Lauds &
meditation

8.30am Rosary
8.45am
Confessions

8.30am Rosary
8.45am
Confessions

8.30am Rosary
8.45am
Confessions

9am Mass

9am Mass

9am Mass

9am Mass

12 noon
Mass

12 noon
Mass

12 noon
Mass

Fri 29th

7.45am Mass
at Birkenhead
Carmel

10.30am
Sung Mass

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm Rosary
and
Benediction

Thurs 28th

8.30am Rosary
8.45am
Confessions

9.15am
Mass (English /
Parish Priest for
donor’s
intention)

Sat 30th

Sunday 31st

8.30am
Adoration
9.30am Rosary
9.45am
Confessions

8.30m Low
Mass

10am Mass

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Adoration

5.30pm
Adoration

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Adoration
7pm
Compline

12 noon
Mass

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Adoration
7pm
Compline

followed by
devotions to
St Philomena

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm Stations
of the Cross

5.30pm
Vespers

7pm Mass

9.45-10.15am
Confession

10.30 am
Sung Mass

5.30pm
vespers
6pm Rosary
and
Benediction

Mass Intentions
Date

Ordo

Canon Montjean

Canon Poucin

Father Gribbin

Sun 24th

Third Sunday of Lent - violet

Yvonne Hastie 8.30am

Novena to St Joseph

Mon 25th

The Annunciation - white

Special intention Angela
Buckley

Novena to St Joseph

Tues 26th

Feria - violet

Mgr Wach

Novena to St Joseph

Wed 27th

Feria - violet

Special intention Angela
Buckley

Novena to St Joseph

Thurs 28th

Feria - violet

Our Lady's intentions

Bill Merry RIP

Hannah Street

Fri 29th

Feria - violet

Hannah Street

Anne Morgan

Krystyna Ochzdzislaw

Sat 30th

Feria - violet

Francis Burke, anniversary

Gwen & Terry Robertson

Hannah Street

Sun 31st

Lætare Sunday - rose

Frances Dunne RIP

Family

Mike Barnsdall

Novena Our Lady for
Ireland
Novena Our lady for
Ireland
Novena Our lady for
Ireland
Novena Our lady for
Ireland

The Angelus
The Angel of the Lord declared to Mary: And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Behold the handmaid of the Lord: Be it done unto me according to Thy word.
Hail Mary . . .
And the Word was made Flesh: And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary . . .
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. Let us pray:
Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, Thy Son,
was made known by the message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection,
through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Rosary Group: Tuesday 26th March, 10am at Anne Jones. All welcome!

Pastoral Letter On Our Christian Struggle
10th March 2019

y dear brothers and sisters,
Every season of the Church’s year
constitutes a call to holiness. Be it
Advent, Christmas, Lent or Easter we
find the same Jesus, the same Saviour
bringing about our sanctification;
leading us to the perfection of love
found in intimate, loving union with
Himself[1].
Yet, Lent brings an
urgent call to renew our struggle for
holiness. A struggle we see in the
Scriptures, foreshadowed in the
desert journey of a chosen people
through the trials of 40 years to a
“land flowing with milk and honey”; and
a struggle seen in Christ’s triumph
over the Devil’s deceptions in the
wilderness so we may “worship the Lord
(our) God, and serve him alone”.
If the 40 days of Lent were once for
adults preparing for Baptism, it was
quickly recognised how we all need
this time of renewed prayer, penance
and generosity. Perhaps even more so
as the years pass! Today, Pope Francis
reminds us that God does not want
any of us to settle for a mediocre
existence, “He wants us to be saints”. If
becoming a saint is a high goal that
we never fully attain on earth – for a
saint is someone who has entered
Heaven – then Scripture and the
teaching of the Church tell us this is
God’s goal for every one of our
lives. The Second Vatican Council
declared that “All in the Church … are
called to holiness, according to the
apostle’s saying: ‘For this is the will of
ou ask what praises you ought to sing:
His praise resounds in the assembly of the

God, your sanctification’”. During his
memorable visit to Britain in 2010,
Emeritus Pope Benedict told the
young people of our country: “God
loves you more than you could ever begin
to imagine, and He wants the very best
for you. And by far the best thing … is to
grow in holiness.

I fear that so many of the problems
the Church faces today arise from
losing sight of this goal. The Second
Vatican Council taught emphatically
that the ‘Universal Call to Holiness’ is
the Church’s true renewal. This has
inspired us in the Year of Holiness in
Shrewsbury Diocese. However, Pope
Francis reminds us that the path to
holiness will always be a battle,
warning that “those who do not realize
this will be prey to failure and
mediocrity”. The Holy Father explains
that we face not only a battle against
the world and a worldly mentality;
nor a struggle “that can be reduced to a
battle against our own weaknesses and
evil tendencies (be they laziness, lust,
envy, jealousy or any other).” Pope
Francis insists that it will also be a
faithful. The praise of the song comes
from the singer himself. If you wish to
give praise to God, become the song that

battle against the Devil who is “a
living, spiritual being, perverted and
perverting …”.
Were we not to recognise the gravity
of this struggle, we would surely be in
the greatest danger of deception. The
Devil is not an imaginary figure. The
Gospels show us a constant
confrontation with this spiritual
creature who is powerful and yet
limited in seeking to lead us to reject
God’s call. It is surely one of the
greatest deceptions of the Devil, to
present Christ’s Catholic Church as
merely a human institution beset
with the sins and failures of its
members, rather than the Divine
institution entrusted with all of the
means of human salvation.
Lent calls us to turn anew to these
abundant means of grace. Pope
Francis assures us that in our
Christian struggle we are not left
defenceless; rather, “We can count on
the powerful weapons that the Lord has
given us”] . Among these he specifies,
“Faith-filled prayer, meditation on the
Word of God, the celebration of Mass,
Eucharistic Adoration, Sacramental
Reconciliation, works of charity”. Lent
now invites us to advance toward our
goal of holiness by means of grace;
and to discover in our poverty that,
in the words of Saint Paul, “… the
Lord is rich enough, however many may
ask his help, for everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved”
United with you in our Christian
struggle,+ Mark
you would sing. You yourselves will give
him praise if you lead holy lives”
St. Augustine, Sermons. 34 6

SPUC YOUTH CONFERENCE Excellent Speakers and all had a brilliant time. Join them next year!

NB March for life
May London

11th

