Third Sunday after Easter
19th to 26th of May 2019.

Welcome!
Please join us for refreshments and a chat after the 10.30am Mass. All the refreshments
are donated by parishioners. During May we are collecting for the Society for the
Protection of the Unborn Child. Last Sunday £60 was donated. Many thanks!

Fourth Sunday after Easter
In today’s Gospel Our Lord speaks to us about the third person of the Most Blessed
Trinity, the Holy Spirit, who is One with the Father and the Son. We are nearing the
feast of the Ascension of the Lord, and He does not wish to leave us as orphans as He
returns to the Father. He promised to remain with us until the end of time, and to
send the ‘Paraclete’, the ‘advocate who will teach us the complete truth, and would
guide the apostles in teaching the faith.
Our Lord said that the Holy Spirit would convince the world (i.e. those who do not
believe in Christ) ‘of sin, and of justice and of judgement’. Our Lord himself explains
the meaning of this: ‘Of sin, because they believed not in me; and of justice, because I
go to the Father, and you shall see me (visibly) no longer; and of judgement, because
the prince of the world is already judged’.
The Taking of
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promise, the presence of the Holy Spirit, even though the Church is rocked, inside
and out, by turbulence. There is nothing new under the sun, but Christ and the truth
of our Catholic Faith stands firm.

Fr. Gribbin

The raffle for the restoration of Ss Peter and Paul and St. Philomena
took place after the 10.30 Mass last Sunday and raised £100!
The winners were Molly Highfield, Paul Cavanagh and Frank Madden.
Many thanks to everyone who bought tickets.

Fatima Day, 11th of May

Approx. 20mins 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month after
10.30am Mass.
Contact: chn.montjean@icrsp.org
St Thomas Aquinas and the sacrament of the Holy
Eucharist. Tuesday 25th june 6.30pm in the day
chapel. All welcome!
An opportunity for anyone in the community to
come and have a cuppa and a chat. Anyone with
photos of the church, please remember to bring them along
as we need them for our next heritage project, thank you.
Please submit the following: (to Anne Archer):
Name, Date, Hours volunteering & Type of task
(cleaning, shop admin, legal work, refreshments,
Tour guiding, proof reading, policy writing etc…)
Next meeting is on Wednesday 29th May at 10.30
am.
New Mass books available £5
Mass cards, rosary beads, books, gifts, Easter cards,
all at very reasonable prices. All profits go the
shrine.
Opening times: Fri 8.45-10am Sat 11-12 noon. Sun
after both Masses.
78 kgs of food to foodbank. Cash donations also to
food bank.
Cost £10
For more information please contact Dorothy
07767752671
Gregorian Chant
Every Monday 7 to 7.30 pm (Canon Poucin will be
teaching how to sing the chants authentically)
Sunday from 10am in the presbytery for the propers.
Polyphony Choir
Practices every Monday at 7.30pm in the presbytery.
New members are most welcome – please have a
chat with Clare or Christian after Mass.

Collection: £533.50
Boxes: £69.37
Standing Orders: £230.00
Donations: £230.00
Total: £1,062.87
Thank you for your generosity!

Shrine Restoration update!
The cost of hiring a cherry picker to get
a detailed structural survey of the dome was
£3000. This money is not covered by the HLF
grant. Any donations to help us cover this cost,
big or small, would be very much appreciated.
Many thanks.
A Mass for the repose of the soul of Oliver King and for his
family will be sung this morning, Sunday 19th May at the
10.30am Mass.
This is to show our gratitude and thanks to the King family for
the donation of our new defibrillator.
www.theoliverkingfundation.co.uk

Volunteers

wanted!

We are looking for volunteers to help at the Car Boot Sale and
Fair on Saturday June 29th.
Please contact Ronnie in the Piety Shop as soon as possible or
ring her on 0151 6303965
March for Life
The March for Life 2019 which took place on last Saturday 11th
of May in London was a great success with an estimated 5,000
participants.
Speakers included Bishop John Keenan of Paisley, Melissa
Ohden who survived an abortion and the prolife advocate
Obianuju Ekeocha founder of Culture of Life Africa.
Marchers chanted “Life from conception-no exception” as the
crowd walked from Church House to Parliament Square.

Prayer for Persecuted Christians
Almighty, everlasting God, look with compassion
on all those who suffer persecution for justice’
sake. Grant them grace to carry their cross with
patience in the name of Thy beloved Son, our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let the chalice
pass from them is such by Thy holy Will: yet, in
all things, may Thy Will be done. Grant to those
who persecute, light to see the truth, and the
grace of mercy and forgiveness, for they know
not what they do. Mary, Mother of Jesus,
Comfort of the Afflicted, help thy children in
their time of bitter trial. O Lord our God, by the
sign of Thy holy cross deliver us from our
enemies.
Catholic Truth Society 1962

Weekly Schedule
The Shrine is open all day for prayer
Sunday 19th

8.30am
Low Mass
9.45-10.15am
Confessions

Mon 20th

Wed 22nd

Thu 23rd

Fri 24th

Sat 25th

Sunday 26th

8.30am Rosary
8.45am
Confessions

8.30am Rosary
8.45am
Confessions

8.30am Rosary
8.45am
Confessions

7.45am Mass
at Birkenhead
Carmel.
8.30am Rosary
8.45am
confessions

9am Low
Mass

9am Low
Mass

9am Low
Mass

9am Low
Mass

12 noon
Mass

12 noon
Mass

12 noon
Mass

12 noon
Mass

followed by
devotions to St.
Philomena

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Adoration
7pm
Compline

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Adoration

5.30pm
Vespers

10.30 am
Sung Mass

5.30pm
Vespers
Rosary
and
Benediction

Tues 21st

9.15am Mass
(English)
Parish Priest
for donor’s
intention

8.30m Low
Mass

8.30am
Adoration
9.30am Rosary
9.45am
Confessions

10am Mass

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Adoration

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Adoration
7pm
Compline

5.30pm
Vespers
6pm
Adoration
7pm
Compline

9.45-10.15am
Confession

10.30 am
Sung Mass

5.30pm
Vespers
Rosary
and
Benediction

7pm Mass

Mass Intentions
Date

Ordo

Canon Montjean

Canon Poucin

Father Gribbin

Sun 19h

4th Sunday after Easter - White

Mary Mullin Jeffers

William Murphy RIP

Oliver King and Family

Mon 20th

St. Bernadine of Siena - White

Henri Poucin de Wouilt

Bernadette Fletcher RIP

Tues 21st

Dedication of the cathedral church of
Shrewsbury - White

Dominique Morin RIP

Canon Hoban

Wed 22nd

Feria - White

Florence Gibson

Thurs 23rd

Votive Mass of the Blessed Sacrament White

Special intention

Fri 24th

Votive Mass of the Holy Cross - Red

Holy Souls

Sat 25th

St. Gregory VII - White

Sun 26th

5th Sunday after Easter - White

Christiane Morin RIP
Msgr Wach

Rosary group: 10.15 Thursday 23rd at Anne Jones’ house.
All welcome!
The Legion of Mary will be starting at Ss PPP
on Tuesday 21st May at 11am .
All are encouraged to join!
Please note that 11am is an initial start time which may vary
as members requirements emerge.
Contact : Rachel Buckley at rachelbuckleydoh@gmail.com
Or 07770 266679

Holy Souls
Rev. David Goddard RIP

Faith Talk
Continuation of the Teaching of St Thomas Aquinas
on the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.
Notes of a parishioner on the talk given 14/5/19 by Canon Montjean
Whether wine of the grape is the proper matter of this sacrament?
As stated at the previous talks, baptism is ‘strictly’ necessary for salvation and so the matter for baptism is ‘flowing’
water, which, being universal, is the most widely available liquid. The Eucharist (and also the sacrament of
confession) is of secondary necessity for salvation and therefore the matter for the Eucharist reflects this in that it is
not as universally available as water. (The remaining sacraments [confirmation, marriage, holy orders and the
sacrament of the sick] are not ‘essential’ for salvation.) Wine made from grapes is used firstly because Jesus refers to
himself as “the true vine” (Jn 15:1). Secondly, wine was used at the Last Supper. Thirdly, the effect of alcohol is
associated with joy, so wine symbolically represents our joy in the resurrection.

Whether water should be mixed with the wine?
Historically in the ancient world water was added to wine, probably to give a more refreshing and safer drink. The
wine consumed at the Last Supper would have had added water.
Secondly at the Last Supper Jesus prophesises His forthcoming Passion, the culmination of which is the piercing of
His heart with the shedding of blood and water, the sign of His death and His total and perfect love. Canon
Montjean explained that at the offertory, the drop of water added to the wine is a symbol of our sacrifices. For our
sacrifice to bear fruit it must be united to Christ’s sacrifice. Our sacrifice being imperfect needs to be purified and so
the priest blesses the water. Christ’s perfect sacrifice is symbolised by the wine, which, being perfect, has no need to
be blessed. (At the Requiem Mass, the drop of water is still added but not blessed by the priest since its represents
the souls in Purgatory, as they are unable to offer any sacrifices.) The tiny quantity of water added to the wine is a
symbolic reflection of the comparative merit of the divine Sacrifice, which has infinite merit, and our sacrifices,
which are of limited merit. If no water is available at Mass, the Mass would still be valid but the symbolism of our
sacrifices would be missing.
In answer to a question on how long Jesus is sacramentally present after receiving Holy Communion, Canon said
that the Council of Trent states that Jesus is sacramentally present as long as the accidents of the sacrament are
recognisable to the human eye. The spiritual presence and the effects of the Sacrament though may remain for
longer and will depend on the disposition of the soul. So just as the natural food we eat once digested is no longer
recognisable as food but the nutritious effects of the food sustain us, so will the spiritual food of Holy Communion
both feed us and lead to spiritual growth.

