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VI Precept of the Church: To Obey the 
Marriage Laws of the Church. 
 
Those familiar with The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church first published in 1993 
would note that it says:  
 
“2041 The precepts of the Church are set in 
the context of a moral life bound to and 
nourished by liturgical life. the obligatory 
character of these positive laws decreed by 
the pastoral authorities is meant to 
guarantee to the faithful the indispensable 
minimum in the spirit of prayer and moral 
effort, in the growth in love of God and 
neighbor.” 

 
This catechism then lists 5 precepts: 
 
The first precept (“You shall attend Mass 
on Sundays and holy days of obligation.") 
 
The second precept (“You shall confess 
your sins at least once a year.") 
 
The third precept (“You shall humbly 
receive your Creator in Holy Communion 
at least during the Easter season." 
 
The fourth precept (“You shall keep holy 
the holy days of obligation." 
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The fifth precept (“You shall observe the 
prescribed days of fasting and abstinence." 
 
It then adds, “the faithful also have the duty 
of providing for the material needs of the 
Church, each according to his abilities.” 
 
This list is somewhat different from the 
enumeration we may be familiar with, but in 
substance it is the same. 
 
The precepts of the Church are not 
exhaustive of our responsibilities and duties 
as disciples of Christ on the pilgrim path 
toward our heavenly home, the beatific 
vision of God. 
 
Our current Precept is not listed in this 
section of the Catechism but there remain 
special duties for those who seek to live a 
life of grace in the growth and love of God 
and neighbor in the married state. 
 
“The matrimonial covenant, by which a man 
and a woman establish a lifelong partnership 
between themselves, derives its force and 
strength from creation, but for the 
Christian faithful it is also raised up to 
a higher dignity, since it is numbered 
among the Sacraments of the new covenant. 
 
On the Importance and Dignity of the 
Sacrament of Matrimony 
 
“A Marriage is established by the conjugal 
covenant, that is, the irrevocable 
consent of both spouses, by which they 
freely give themselves to each other and 
accept each other. Moreover, this singular 
union of a man and a woman requires, and 
the good of the children demands, the 
complete fidelity of the spouses and the 
indissoluble unity of the bond. 
 

“Furthermore, the institution of Marriage 
itself and conjugal love are, by their very 
nature, ordered to the procreation and 
formation of children and find in them, as it 
were, their ultimate crown. Children are 
thus truly the supreme gift of Marriage and 
contribute greatly to the good of the 
parents themselves.”  
 
“The most extraordinary thing in the 
world is an ordinary man and an 
ordinary woman and their ordinary 
children.” 

 
― G.K. Chesterton 
 

 
 
While the canons regulating marriage are 
many and complex (1983 CIC 1055-1165), the 
first thing to keep in mind about them is 
that Catholics are not free to pick and 
choose which aspects of Church discipline 
on marriage they will observe and which 
ones they won’t. Even if a Catholic is not 
married to another Catholic, canon law still 
regulates the marriage (1983 CIC 1059). 
Moreover, the laws on marriage are not 
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limited to those rules leading up to the 
wedding, but they also impact on the 
conduct of the marriage and on such things 
as the care and raising of children (1983 CIC 
226, 1134-1136). 
 
So, what are some of these laws? 
 
Can. 226 §1. According to their own 
vocation, those who live in the marital state 
are bound by a special duty to work 
through marriage and the family to build up 
the people of God. 
 
§2. Since they have given life to their 
children, parents have a most grave 
obligation and possess the right to 
educate them. Therefore, it is for Christian 
parents particularly to take care of the 
Christian education of their children 
according to the doctrine handed on by the 
Church. 
 
Can. 1124 Marriage between two baptized 
persons, one of whom was baptized in the 
Catholic Church or received into it after 
baptism, and the other a member of a 
Church or ecclesial community not in full 
communion with the Catholic Church, 
cannot be celebrated without the express 
permission of the competent authority. 
 
Can. 1134 From a valid marriage there arises 
between the spouses a bond which by its 
nature is perpetual and exclusive. 
Moreover, a special sacrament strengthens 
and, as it were, consecrates the spouses in a 
Christian marriage for the duties and 
dignity of their state. 
 
Can. 1135 Each spouse has an equal duty 
and right to those things which belong to 
the partnership of conjugal life. 
 

Can. 1136 Parents have the most grave 
duty and the primary right to take care 
as best they can for the physical, social, 
cultural, moral, and religious education of 
their offspring. 
 
Lanherne Holy Hours from 5-6pm 
until the 15th of December 
 

 
 

 
A Christmas Novena of Masses  

 
This Christmas give a spiritual gift by 
enrolling yourself and your loved ones, in 
the Novena of Masses offered during the 
Christmas Octave by the Institute of Christ 
the King Sovereign Priest in Plymouth.  
 
The nine consecutive Masses will begin 
with Midnight Mass and will conclude on 
1st January. 
 
Each packet contains an enrollment 
envelope, a card together its envelope.  
 
Please ensure that Canon Smith or Canon 
Tanner has received it before Midnight 
Mass.  
 
Your offering supports the apostolates of 
the Institute of Christ the King in the 
Diocese of Plymouth. 
 



The Sisters of Lanherne are grateful 
to the Providence of God who supplies 
their needs through the generous 
support of the faithful. 
Lanherne Nuns 
Sort code: 30-98-76 
Account: 45742568 

Holy Angels: Collection £106.55 
Bank transfers £110 
Total £216.55 
 
Torquay 
Account Name: ICKSP 
Account Details: 40-03-33 
Account Number: 12333902 
 

Date Canon Smith Canon Tanner 
 Mass Offered For: 

5 
Annette Kelley RIP 
Benefactors 

Holy Souls 
Georgina Hampton 

6 For the Conversion of Robert Kelly Katleen Walsh 

7 
Private intention for Vincenzo and 

Lydia Reparation for conversion of A. F. 

8 Shaun Claire Mulvey and Family ICKSP 

9 
Bosco and Josephine McCready 

Siobhan Wilkinson 
Mrs Vi Brown RIP 

10 Thomas Daly RIP Gary Eakin 
11 Thomas Mcaughin RIP Donor's Family 

5 
Souls of O’Brien and O’Neill Families 

Benefactors 
Holy Souls 

Angela Quigly RIP 
 

Rev. Canon Scott Smith 
Chaplain of Lanherne Convent  
St Mawgan TR8 4ER 
Chaplain’s House: 01637 861752 
mobile : 07366 321039 
lanherne@icksp.org.uk 
 
At Lanherne Convent 
Sundays: 
8.30am Low Mass 
10am Sung Mass 
Monday through Saturday: 
8am Mass 
Thursdays: 
8am and 6.15pm Mass 
Confession: Saturdays at 3pm 
 

Rev. Canon Scott Tanner, Prior 
House of Saint-Richard-Reynolds 
Holy Angels Church, Queensway, 
Torquay TQ2 6BP 
mobile : 07763 277697 
torquay@icksp.org.uk 
 
At Holy Angels 
Sundays: 
9.45 -10.15am Confessions 
10.30am Mass 
6pm Vespers & Benediction 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & 
Fridays: 
4.30pm Vespers  
5pm Adoration (with Confession 
available)  
6pm Mass  
Tuesdays & Saturdays: 
8.30am Mass 
Plymouth: Sundays at 3pm 


