Sexagesima Sunday

Holy Angels: No services on Wednesday or
Thursday this week.

Volunteer Day at Lanherne: Monday 21%
February. We will be working in the upper

garden to prepare for the growing season.

Chair of Peter at Antioch
And excerpt from Dom Gueranger’s The
Liturigcal Year
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Accordingly, it was in Antioch, the third
Capital of the Roman Empire, that Peter first
places the august Throne on which, as Vice-
regent of Christ, he presides over the
Church—that new family of which all

Nations are invited to become members.
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But the progress of the Apostles was so rapid;
the conquests they made, in spite of every
opposition, were so extensive—that the Vicar
of Christ was inspired to leave Antioch, after
he had honored it with the Chair during the
space of seven years. Alexandria, the second
City of the Empire, is also to be made a See of
Peter; and Rome, the Capital of the world,
awaits the grand privilege for which God had
long been preparing her. Onwards, then, does
the Prince advance, bearing with him the
destinies of the Church; where he fixes his last
abode, and where he dies, there will he have
his Successor in sublime dignity of Vicar of
Christ. He leaves Antioch, making one of his
disciples, Evodius, its Bishop. Evodius
succeeds Peter as Bishop of Antioch; but that
See is not to inherit the Headship of the
Church, which goes whithersoever Peter goes.
He sends Mark, another of his disciples, to
take possession, in his name, of Alexandria;
and this Church he would have be the second
in the world, and though he has not ruled it
in person, he raises it above that of Antioch.
This done, he goes to Rome, where he
permanently establishes that Chair on which
he will live, and teach, and rule, in his
Successors, to the end of time.

And here we have the origin of the three great
Patriarchal Sees, which were the object of so
much veneration in the early ages—the first is
Rome, which is invested with all the
prerogatives of the Prince of the Apostles,



which, when dying, he transmitted to her; the
second is Alexandria, which owes her pre-
eminence to Peter’s adopting her as his second
See; the third is Antioch, whither he repaired
in person, when he left Jerusalem to bring to
the Gentiles the grace of adoption. If,
therefore, Antioch is below Alexandria in
rank, Alexandria never enjoyed the honor
granted to Antioch, of having been governed
in person by him whom Christ appointed to
be the supreme Pastor of his Church.
Nothing, then, could be more just than that
Antioch should be honored, in that she has
had the privilege of having been, for seven
years, the center of Christendom; and this is
the object of today’s Feast.

The Children of the Church have a right to
feel a special interest in every solemnity that is
kept in memory of St. Peter. The Father’s
Feast is a Feast for the whole family; for to him
it owes its very life. If there be but one fold, it
is because there is but one Shepherd. Let us,
then, honor Peter’s divine prerogative, to
which Christianity owes its preservation; and
let us often reflect upon the obligations we are
under to the Apostolic See. On the Feast of
the Chair at Rome, we saw how Faith is taught
and maintained and propagated by the
Mother-Church, which has inherited the
promises made to Peter. Today, let us consider
the Apostolic See as the sole source of the
legitimate Power, whereby mankind is ruled
and governed in all that concerns eternal
salvation.

Our Savior said to Peter: To thee will I give
the Keys of the Kingdom of heaven, that is to
say, of the Church. He said to him, on another
occasion: Feed my lambs, feed my sheep. So
that Peter is Prince; for, in the language of the
sacred Scriptures, Keys denote princely power:
he is also Pastor, and universal Pastor; for the
whole flock is comprised under the two terms,
Lambs and Sheep. And yet there are other
Pastors in every portion of the Christian
world. The Bishops whom the Holy Ghost
hath placed to rule the Church of God govern,
in his name, their respective Dioceses, and are
also Pastors. How comes it that the Keys,
which were given to Peter, are found in other
hands than his? The Catholic Church explains
the difficulty to us by her Tradition. She says
to us, by Tertullian: “Christ gave the Keys to
Peter, and through him to the Church.” By St.
Optatus of Milevum: “For the sake of unity,
Peter was made the first among all the
Apostles, and he alone received the Keys, that
he might give them to the rest.” St. Gregory



of Nyssa: Olt was through Peter that Christ gavde received the Holy Ghost with the rest <
to Bishops theKeys of their heavenly after his election; and after the dispersion ¢
prerogative.O By St. Leo the Great: OIf our Lordisciples, applied himself with zeal to
willed that there should be something in functions of his apostleship, in conver
common to Peter and the rest of the Princes ohations to the faith. He is recorded by
his Church, it was only on this condifibthat Clement of Alexdria, to have bee
whatsoever he gave to the rest, he gave it temarkable for inculcating the necessity c

them through Peter.O mortification of the flesh with regard to all
sensual and irregular desires, an impc
St. Matthias lesson he had received from Christ, and v

he practised assiduously on his own flesh.

As the call of St. Matthias, so is ours purel
work of God, and his most gratuitous favor
mercy. What thanksyhat fidelity and love ©
we not owe him for this inestimable gr
When he decreed to call us to his holy f
cleanse us from sin, and make us memb
his spiritual kingdom, and heirs of his glory
saw nothing in us which could determine
to such a predilection. We were infected

sin, and could have no title to the least f:
ST. CLEMENT of Alexandrial assures us,when God said to us, | have loved Jacob:
from tradition, that this saint was the of the he distinguished us from so many millions
seventywo disciples, which is confirmed by perish in the blindness of infidelity and

Eusebiuand St. Jeroenand we learn from the drew us out of the mas$§ merdition, anc
Acts4 of the apostles, that he was a constamiestowed on us the grace of his adoption
attendant on our Lord, from theme of his all the high privileges that are annexed tc
baptism by St. John to his ascension. St. Petealignity. In what transports of love and gratit
having, in a general assembly of the faithful heldught we not, without intermission, to ad
soon after, declared from holy scripture, thehis infinite goodness to us, and beg that we
necessity of choosing a twelfth apostle, in thée always strengthened by his grace to ac
room of Judas: two were unanimously pitchedcontinually in humility and his holy love, ¢
upon ly the assembly, as most worthy of theby slackening our pace in his service, w
dignity, Joseph, called Barsabas, and on accoufnbm this state of happiness, forfeit this sutk
of his extraordinary piety, surnamed the Justgrace, and perish with Judas. Happy woul
and Matthias. After devout prayer to God, thatchurch be, if &lconverts were careful

he would direct them in their choice, they maintain themselves in the same fervorinv
proceeded in it by way of lotyieh falling by  they returned to God. But by a neglect to w
the divine direction on Matthias, he was over themselves, and to shun dangers, a
accordingly associated with the eleven, anthlling into sloth, they often relapse int
ranked among the apostles condition much worse than the former.




