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the first mentioned in Scripture to see the 
risen Jesus (though it is widely accepted 
that Jesus appeared first to his mother). 
Jesus told her to tell the brethren (John 
20:17-18), and for this she has been called 
an “apostle to the apostles.” 

Mary Magdalene is generally believed to 
be from Magdala, which is on the western 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, south of 
Capernaum, where Jesus taught in the 
synagogue. She died sometime during 
the first century. Some say she lived out 
her life as a penitent, others that she went 
to Ephesus or France. Her feast is on the 
22nd July.

On August 3rd we will visit Harvington Hall. 
All are welcome to join. 

Harvington Hall was the home of recusant 
Catholics during the years of oppression and 
persecution that followed the Protestant 
revolt and this country’s schismatic sepa-
ration from the Catholic Church. The 
new religion did not come here because 
of popular rejection of Church doctrine 
or authority. Rather, unable to have his 
marriage annulled, the king simply made 
himself head of the Church in England and 
then changed the rules to suit his purpose. 
A collateral benefit was his opportunity to 
seize wealth and Church property. 

There varied accounts in all four gospels 
of a woman anointing Jesus. Some critics 
argue that these stories may refer to differ-
ent women, but this is not the traditional 
Catholic view. According to the Catholic 
Encyclopedia, 1911: It is the identifica-
tion of Mary of Bethany with the “sinner” 
of Luke 7:37, which is most combated 
by Protestants. It almost seems as if this 
reluctance to identify the “sinner” with the 
sister of Martha were due to a failure to 
grasp the full significance of the forgive-
ness of sin. The harmonizing tendencies of 
so many modern critics, too, are responsi-
ble for much of the existing confusion.

In Luke’s gospel Jesus had been invited 
to dine at the house of Simon, a Pharisee. 
A woman sought him there and washed 
his feet with her tears, wiped them with 
her hair, and anointed them with the 
ointment she brought with her. Simon 
knew her to be a woman of bad reputa-
tion, but Jesus said that she was forgiven 
much, because her sins were many, and 
so she loved much (Luke 7:47). In the 
other gospels the anointing happens 
shortly before the Crucifixion, in Bethany, 
which was the town of Martha, Mary and  
Lazarus. In Matthew 26:6-13 the anointing 
of Jesus took place in Bethany at the 
house of Simon the Leper. John’s  
version mentions Mary of Bethany by name 
(John 12:1-3) and says that this Mary is the 
same person as the repentant woman who 
anointed Jesus (John11:2). Mark and Luke  
identify Mary Magdalene as the woman 
from whom Jesus had cast out seven  
demons (Mark 16:9, Luke 8:2), which links 
her to the sinful woman in Luke’s account. 
Pope Gregory the Great said of her: She 
whom Luke calls the sinful woman, whom 
John calls Mary, we believe to be the Mary 
from whom seven devils were ejected 
according to Mark. What did these seven 
devils signify, if not all the vices? (Homily 
XXXIII)

Mary Magdalene was a witness to the 
crucifixion and among the women who 
went to anoint the body of Jesus at the 
tomb. After the Resurrection, she was 

Visit to Harvington Hall

Cover: Mary Magdale - fresco by Piero della Francesca, 
1460, at Arezzo Cathedral

Saint Mary Magdalene
Mary Magdalene is usually depicted with 
jar of ointment - a sinful woman, who  
repented and received forgiveness and 
became a faithful disciple of Jesus and 
one of the women who provided sup-
port and assistance during his ministry 
(Luke 8:1-3). Cooperating with God’s 
grace, she achieved sanctity and is an 
encouragement to all sinners. In her life we 
see the meaning of true repentance and 
the saving effect of God’s mercy. We too 
may hope in his promise to sinners: Wash 
yourselves, be clean, take away the evil of 
your devices from my eyes: cease to do 
perversely...if your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be made as white as snow: and if 
they be red as crimson, they shall be white 
as wool. (Isaiah 1:16,18)

Mary Magdale annointing the feet of Christ while Judas, holding 
the purse looks on disapprovingly - from Vaux Passional, c.1503-4, 
Natonal Library of Wales

View of Harvington Hall, a moated Elizabethan house which  hid and protected 
Catholics, both priests and laity during the penal years of persecution.

The change brought major uprisings, all of 
them violently put down. Many of the faith-
ful were cruelly martyred for not acknowl-
edging Henry as head of the Church. Anti-
Catholic laws increased under Elizabeth I, 
defining many new capital “crimes.” If a 
man became a priest abroad (Seminaries 
were forbidden here.) and returned, he 
could be tried for high treason. Tortures and 
executions were barbaric. Many Catholics 
also risked imprisonment, severe financial 
penalties, loss of property and denial of 
basic rights and opportunities. Trials were 
a mockery of justice, where paid informers 
and the sin of false witness were always a 
means to conviction. Catholic priests had 
to go in disguise and be hidden during 
raids on recusant houses. Yet they and 
those who gave them protection contin-
ued to risk their lives. Their story is what 
we go to Harvington to see. They kept the 

faith and made it possible for 
us to do the same. They show us 
how precious our Catholic faith is.

Details of our visit

We will enjoy a tour of the house. 
You can have lunch in the tea-
room or bring a picnic. During the 
day there will also be an English 
Civil War re-enactment perfor-
mance with authentic costumes 
and weapons. Canon Smith will 
offer Mass in the Georgian Chapel.

Please let Canon Smith know if you will 
be coming. His telephone number and 
email address are on the front page of this 
newsletter. Or let him know in person.

The Georgian Chapel at Harvington


