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patria, and this is perfect conformity, according 
to the words of St. John: We are now the sons of 
God; and it hath not yet appeared what we shall 
be. We know that when He shall appear, we shall 
be like to Him: because we shall see Him as He 
is. The Word of eternity, Thou art My Son, this 
day have I begotten Thee, has had two echoes 
in time, at the Jordan and on Thabor; and God, 
Who never repeats Himself, did not herein make 
an exception to the rule of saying but once what 
He says. For although the terms used on the two 
occasions are identical, they do not tend, as St. 
Thomas says, to the same end, but show the dif-
ferent ways in which man participates in the re-
semblance of the eternal filiation. At the baptism 
of our Lord, where the mystery of the first regen-
eration was declared, as at the Transfiguration 
which manifested the second, the whole Trinity 
appeared: the Father in the Voice, the Son in His 
Humanity, the Holy Ghost under the form, first 
of a dove, and afterwards of a bright cloud; for 
if in baptism this Holy Spirit confers innocence  
symbolized by the simplicity of the dove in 
the Resurrection He will give to the elect the  

not be complete until the last of the elect, having 
passed through the laborious preparation at the 
hands of the Divine Fuller, and tasted death, has 
joined in the Resurrection of our adorable Head. 
O Face of our Savior that dost ravish the heav-
ens, then will all glory, all beauty, all love shine 
forth from Thee. Expressing God by the perfect  
resemblance of true Son by nature, Thou wilt  
extend the good pleasure of the Father to that  

reflection of His Word, which constitutes the sons 
of adoption, and reaches in the Holy Ghost even 
to the lowest fringes of his garment which fills 
the temple below Him. According to the doctrine 
of the Angel of the schools, the adoption of sons 
of God, which consists in being conformable to 
the image of the Son of God by nature, is wrought 
in a double manner: first by grace in this life, and 
this is imperfect conformity; and then by glory in 

Envelopes are available to request Masses to be 
applied for specific intentions.  Because of the 
particular role of the priest as mediator between 
God and man, acting “in persona Christi” when 
offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, it is  
considered that special graces are obtained 
when he applies the Mass to a specific  
intention as the minster of the Church interceding 
on behalf of the faithful. These can be given in 
the collection or to the priest directly.

The faithful generally make an offering, called a 
stipend, to the priest in order to apply the Mass 
for a specific intention. Their offering, a form of 
almsgiving in support of the minister and the 
Church, enables them to associate themselves 
more intimately with Christ who offers himself 
in the sacred Host and thereby participate more 
intimately in the Eucharistic Sacrifice by adding 
to it a sacrifice of their own so as to obtain more 
abundant fruits from such a union.        

These specific intentions are published so that 
others may also unite their intentions with that 
of the priest.

Mass Intentions

Dom Gueranger - An excerpt from the 
Liturgical Year

“O God, Who in the glorious transfiguration 
of Thine only-begotten Son, didst confirm the  
mysteries of the Faith by the testimony of the  
fathers: and Who, in the Voice which came from 
the bright cloud, didst in a wonderful manner 
fore-signify our adoption as sons: mercifully 
vouchsafe to make us fellow-heirs of that King 
of glory, and the sharers of his bliss.” Such is 
the formula which sums up the prayer of the 
Church and shows us her thoughts on this day of  
attestation and of hope.

Seven months ago, the mystery was first an-
nounced by the gentle light of the Epiphany; but 
by the virtue of the mystical seven here revealed 
once more, the “beginnings of blessed hope” 
which we then celebrated as children with the 
Child Jesus, have grown together with Him and 
with the Church; and the latter, established in  
unspeakable peace by the full growth which 
gives her to her Spouse, calls upon all her 
children to grow like her by the contemplation 
of the Son of God, even to the measure of the  
perfect age of Christ. We understand then why the  
Liturgy of today repeats the formulas and chants 
of the glorious Theophany: Arise, be enlightened, 
O Jerusalem: for thy Light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee: it is because on the 
mountain together with our Lord the Bride also is 
glorified, having the glory of God.

While the Face of Jesus shone as the sun, His 
garments became white as snow. Now these 
garments so snow-white, as St. Mark observes, 
that no fuller on earth could have bleached them 
so, are the just men, the royal ornament inseparable 
from the Man-God, the Church, the seamless 
robe woven by our sweet Queen for her Son out 
of the purest wool and most beautiful linen that 
the valiant woman could find. Although our Lord 
personally has now passed the torrent of suffer-
ing and entered forever into His glory, neverthe-
less the bright mystery of the Transfiguration will 

brightness of glory and the refreshment after  
suffering, which are signified by the luminous 
cloud.

But without waiting for the day when our Savior 
will renew our very bodies conformable to the 
bright glory of His own divine Body, the mystery 
of the Transfiguration is wrought in our souls  
already here on earth. It is of the present life 
that St. Paul says and the Church sings today: 
God who commanded the light to shine out of  
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the 
face of Christ Jesus.

Jean de Mandeville, Voyages ; Préservation de Epidémie , traduc-
tion française du De morbo epidemiae de Jean de Bourgogne. vol. 
I: Jean de Mandeville, Voyages (version continentale). 
Source: gallica.bnf.fr - Bibliothèque nationale de France, Départe-
ment des Manuscrits, NAF 4515, fol. 34r.

The Church of the Transfiguration at Mount Tabor was built 
on the ruins of a 4th–6th-century Byzantine church and a 
12th-century Crusader church. It was designed by Antonio 
Barluzzi and completed in 1924.It is located within a Francis-
can monastery.


