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Before the widespread use of electric light, the Sacred Congregation 
for Rites decreed that it is not permitted for a priest to offer Mass 
in the dark or to begin Mass before the altar candles are lighted, 
nor are they to be extinguished until the end of Mass. If the candles 
burn out before the Consecration and cannot be relit, the Mass 
should be discontinued. 

For mystical reasons the Church prescribes that the candles used 
at Mass and at other liturgical functions be made of beeswax 
(luminaria cerea. — Missale Rom., De Defectibus, X, I; Cong. Sac. 
Rites, 4 September, 1875). 

The pure wax extracted by bees from flowers symbolizes the pure 
flesh of Christ received from His Virgin Mother, the wick signifies 
the soul of Christ, and the flame represents His divinity. Although 
the two latter properties are found in all kinds of candles, the first is 
proper of beeswax candles only. 

It is, however, not necessary that they be made of beeswax without 
any admixture. The paschal candle and the two candles used at 
Mass should be made ex cera apum saltem in maxima parte [in 
bees wax at least for the most part], but the other candles in majori 
vel notabili quantitate ex eadem cera [from bees wax at least for 
the most part, but the other candles in much the same or a notable 
quantity of wax] (Cong. Sac. Rit., 14 December, 1904). 

As a rule they should be of white bleached wax, but at funerals, 
at the office of Tenebrae in Holy Week, and at the Mass of the 
Presanctified, on Good Friday, they should be of yellow unbleached 
wax (Caerem. Episc.). De Herdt (I, no. 183, Resp. 2) says that 
unbleached wax candles should be used during Advent and Lent 
except on feasts, solemnities, and especially during the exposition 
and procession of the Blessed Sacrament. Candles made wholly of 
any other material, such as tallow (Cong. Sac. Rit., 10 December, 
1857) stearine (Cong. Sac. Rit., 4 September, 1875), paraffin, etc., 
are forbidden. 

While the Sacred Congregation of Rites forbade the use of these 
modern products of refineries, the use of tallow for altar candles 
has never been admitted; tallow being rendered bovine or ovine 
fat and is harder than lard. Perhaps the reasoning is clear: The 
Sacrifice of the Mass doesn’t require that an animal be sacrificed 
in any form as might be inferred when candles burn.

Many may question why the Church dedicates so much 
attention for externals like beeswax candles. 

Dom Prosper Guéranger, OSB. The Liturgical Year, on the symbolism 
of candles:

The mystery of today’s ceremony [Candlemas] has frequently been 
explained by liturgists, dating from the 7th century. According to 
Ivo of Chartres, the wax, which is formed from the juice of flowers 
by the bee, always considered as the emblem of virginity, signifies 
the virginal flesh of the Divine Infant, who diminished not, either 
by His conception or His birth, the spotless purity of His Blessed 
Mother. The same holy bishop would have us see, in the flame of our 
Candle, a symbol of Jesus who came to enlighten our darkness. St. 
Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking on the same mystery, 
bids us consider three things in the blessed Candle: the wax, the 
wick, and the flame. The wax, he says, which is the production of 
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the virginal bee, is the Flesh of our Lord; the wick, which is within, 
is His Soul; the flame, which burns on top, is His divinity.

This is quite fascinating – the symbolic connection of the bees as 
emblems of virginity – the wax symbolizing the flesh of our Lord. 
Researching deeper on this topic, Catholic author and columnist, 
Catherine Croisette, expands on this theme in an article she penned 
titled, The Bee, A Symbol of the Church:

St. John Chrysostom … wrote: ‘The bee is more honored than 
other animals, not because it labors, but because it labors for 
others” (12th Homily).’ So, I realized that the bees, like the clergy 
and religious men and women in the Church, work unceasingly 
for the common good of the hive and obey without question their 
superiors, and above all their queen.

The symbolism of bees also signifies the way the Church generates 
her spiritual fruits because bees are virginal, they don’t have any 
sexual contact. As the Church gives grace through the purity of her 
divine Sacraments, so the bees give us honey and wax by the labor 
of their pure bodies. This is why their wax, considered the fruit of 
a virgin labor, is worthy to burn in the candles on the altar at the 
offering of the Holy Sacrifice.

Did you know that only honey bees make wax?  

They are able to convert honey into wax by secreting little wax 
“scales” from their abdomens. To make 1 pound of wax it requires 
24 to 30 pounds of amount of honey. It takes about 1100 of these to 
make one gram of wax. It is no wonder that beeswax is so precious.



On the Four Ends of Sacrifice
Excerpt from An Explanation of the 
Baltimore Catechism on Christian 
Doctrine by Rev. Thomas Kinkead)

Q: What is a sacrifice?

A: A sacrifice is the offering of an object by a priest to 
God alone, and the consuming of it to acknowledge 
that He is the Creator and Lord of all things.

“Sacrifice.” From the very earliest history of man we find 
people – for example, Abel, Noe, etc. – offering up sacrifice 
to God; that is, taking something and offering it to God, and 
then destroying it to show that they believed God to be the 
Master of life and death, and the Supreme Lord of all things. 
These offerings were sometimes plants or fruits, but most 
frequently animals.

When men lost the knowledge of the true God and began to worship 
idols of wood and stone, they began or continued to offer sacrifice 
to these false gods. Very often, too, they sacrificed human beings 
to please, as they imagined, these gods. They believed there was 
a god for everything – a god for the ocean, a god for thunder, a god 
for wind, for war, etc.; and when anything happened that frightened 
or injured the people, they believed that some of these gods were 
offended, and offered up sacrifice to pacify them. 

They had a temple in Rome called the Pantheon, or temple of all 
the gods, and here they kept the idols of all the gods they could 
think of or know. At Athens, they were afraid of neglecting any 
god whom they might thus give offense, and so they had an altar 
for the unknown god. When St. Paul came to preach, he saw this 
altar to the unknown god, and told them that was the God he came 
to preach about. (Acts 17). He preached to them the existence of 
the true God, and showed them that there is only one God and not 
many gods.

They did not have these idols of wood and stone in their temples 
for the same reason that we have images in our churches, because 
they believed that the idols were really gods, and offered sacrifice 
to them, whereas we know that our images are the works of men. 
Near the city of Jerusalem there was a great idol named Molech, to 
which parents offered their infants in sacrifice. We know, too, from 
the history of this country that the Indians used to send a beautiful 
young girl in a white canoe over the falls of Niagara every year, as 
a sacrifice offered to the god of the falls. Even yet human sacrifices 
are offered up on savage islands. Sometimes certain animals 
were selected to be heathen gods. The people who worship idols, 
animals, or other things of that kind as gods are called pagans, 
idolaters, or heathens.

The Israelites, who worshipped the true God and 
offered Him sacrifices because He made known to 
them by revelation that they should do so, had four 
kinds of sacrifice. They offered one for sin, another 
in thanksgiving for benefits received, another as an 
act of worship, and another to beg God’s blessing. 
It is just for these four ends or objects we offer up 
the one Christian sacrifice of the holy Mass. In the 
beginning the head of the family offered sacrifice 
– as Noe did when he came out of the Ark – but 
after God gave His laws to Moses He appointed 
priests to offer up the sacrifices. Aaron, the 
brother of Moses, was the first priest appointed, 
and after him his descendants were priests. When 
Our Lord came and instituted a new sacrifice He 
established the priesthood of the New Law, and 
appointed His own priests, namely, the Apostles, 
with St. Peter as their chief, and after them their 
lawfully appointed successors, the bishops of the 
world, with the Pope as their chief. The sacrifices 
of the Old Law were figures of the sacrifice of the 
New Law, and were to cease at its institution; and 
when the ancient sacrifices ceased the ancient 
priesthood was at an end.

The Pantheon in Roe. The name means that it is a temple to all the gods. Built by the emperor 
Hadrian about 126 AD on the site of an earlier temple built by Marcus Agrippa. It has been a 
church since the 7th century, dedicated to Sancta Maria ad Martyres,

La Somme le Roi (A Survey for a King) was written for the children of 
Philip III of France (r. 1270 –1285) by their tutor, Friar Laurent, who was 
also the King’s confessor. The work is a guide to virtue, contrasting it to 
vice, based on the principles of the Christian faith. British Library MSADD 
28162, Folio 2V



Ordo Cathedral St Winefride’s Mass Intention
Sun 26 Jan III Post Epiphany 11.15 Sung Mass Holy Souls

St Wulstan Little Malvern 3.15pm Sung Mass Thomas

Mon 27 Jan St. John Chrysostom Bishop, Confes-
sor, and Doctor of the Church, III class.

7.30am Low Mass Holy Souls 
✻ Thomas 

Tue 28 Jan St. Peter Nolasco Confessor, III class, 
Com. of St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
second.

7.30am Low Mass 6pm Holy Hour with Benediction 
and Confessions 
7pm Low Mass

Holy Souls  
✻ Pat and Nora Donnelly

Wed 29 Jan St. Francis de Sales Bishop, Confessor, 
and Doctor of the Church, III class. (1st 
Class for the Institute)

7.30am Low Mass *7pm Sung Mass Gregorian Masses for 
Mary Ann Franke RIP 
Holy Souls

Thu 30 Jan St. Martina Virgin and Martyr, III class. 7.30am Low Mass 
11am Holy Hour with Benediction 
and Confessions

Gregorian Masses for 
Mary Ann Franke RIP 
✻ Holy Souls 

Fri 31 Jan St. John Bosco Confessor, III class. 7.30am Low Mass 6pm Holy Hour with Benediction 
and Confessions 
7pm Low Mass

Gregorian Masses for 
Mary Ann Franke RIP 
Holy Souls 

Sat   1 Feb First Saturday 10.45am Confessions 
11.15 Low Mass

Gregorian Masses for 
Mary Ann Franke RIP 
✻ Holy Souls 

Sun   2 Feb On the Purification of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, II class.

11.15 Procession and Sung Mass Gregorian Masses for 
Mary Ann Franke RIP 
✻ Holy Souls  

*Change from the usual schedule!     ✻Intention for a Mass said privately

St.Winefride’s Presbytery, Mynd Close, Shrewsbury SY2 5RA
Rev.Canon Scott Smith, Prior of the House of Saint Chad 
email: canon.smith@institute-christ-king.org telephone: 07366 321039   
Rev. Anselm Gribbin, Assisting Priest - email: jagribbin@hotmail.com  telephone: 07952 963641
ICKSP website: https://icksp.org.uk/shrewsbury/

Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest
Shrewsbury Weekly Schedule *

First Fridays and First Saturdays
Mark your calendar for the next First Friday Mass, after which you are welcome to a  
Reception in the Presbytery. On the Next First Saturday after Mass there will be a Day of  
Prayer and Catechesis.

Mass Intentions:
Envelopes and forms are available to request Masses to be applied for specific intentions.  
Because of the particular role of the priest as mediator between God and man, acting “in 
persona Christi” when offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, it is considered that special 
graces are obtained when he applies the Mass to a specific intention as the minster of the 
Church interceding on behalf of the faithful. 

The faithful generally make an offering to the priest in order to apply the Mass for a specific 
intention. Mass offerings enable the faithful to a participate more intimately in the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice by adding to it a sacrifice of their own, which associates them more intimately with 
Christ who offers himself in the sacred Host. Mass offerings are a form of almsgiving in support 
of the minister and the Church. 

Intentions are published so that others may also unite their personal intentions with that of the 
priest. If one requests that their intention be kept private, it will be noted as “Private Intention” 
in the newsletter.

A single Mass may be offered, or a Novena of Masses, or even a Gregorian Mass, that is a 
series of 30 consecutive Masses, may be offered for the living or for the dead or for a particular 
intention such as “In Thanksgiving” or for “A Good Harvest” etc. Votive Masses may also be 
requested such as, “In Honour of St. Joseph in Thanksgiving”.

Announcements


