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INSIDE:  The Offertory, Part 1  Saint Simeon, Bishop and Martyr



The Offertory
Msgr. George J. Moorman describes the Offertory as the first of the 
three principal parts of the Mass. The other two are the Consecration 
and Communion. The purpose of the Offertory is the preparation for the 
great Sacrifice. (The Latin Mass Explained, 1920) 

The Rev George J. Booth (see Edward Snyder, The Three Pillars 
of Faith in the Real Presence, 2015) says that the main purpose of 
the Offertory is to dedicate the offerings of bread and wine, setting 
them aside for the consecration. Various writers have commented 
on the importance of the prayers and actions of the offertory as an 
essential part of whathelps us to understand the sacrificial nature of 
the Mass and the Real Presence as understood in the Catholic sense 
of transubstantiation.

Below, Dom Prosper Guéranger, Abbot of Solesmes, describes the 
prayers of the Offertory. (Explanation of the Prayers and Ceremonies of 
Holy Mass: Taken from Notes Made at the Conferences of, translated 
by Rev. Dom Laurence Shepherd, OSB in 1883):

When the Symbol of Faith has been chanted by the faithful, the priest 
kisses the altar, and turning towards the people, he says: Dominus 
vobiscum, to which the usual response is given: Et cum Spiritu tuo. 
Wherefore does the priest kiss the altar? Because being on the point of 
turning to the faithful, he wishes to salute them with the kiss of Christ, 
and Christ Himself is represented by the altar.

Next comes the reading of the Offertory: this is a modern custom, 
because formerly whatever was sung by the choir was never said 
at the altar. The distinctive functions of the different clerical orders 
are very clearly marked at this portion of the Mass: to the deacon it 
belongs to present the paten with the host upon it, to the priest. The 
deacon cannot consecrate, but he may carry the Holy Eucharist, he 
may even touch and administer It; so we are not astonished to see 
what he is now doing; whereas we see the subdeacon remaining much 
further off from the celebrant.

The priest, on receiving the paten and whilst offering the host, says the 
prayer: Suscipe, sancte Pater This prayer dates from the eighth or ninth 
century. In order the better to understand all these prayers which now 
follow, we must keep steadily before us the Sacrifice itself, although it is 
not as yet offered in all its august reality. As a first instance, we have in 
this prayer, the host spoken of as being presented to the Eternal Father, 
although our host at this moment is not yet the Divine Host Itself. And 
it is said that this host is without spot: immaculatam hostiam; in these 
words allusion is made to the victims of the Old Testament, which 
were obliged to be without blemish, because they were a type of our 
Lord, who was one day to appear before us as the Immaculatus.

In this prayer the thought of the priest runs far on, from the present 
moment; he is thinking of the host which will be on the altar after 
Consecration, the host which alone is the True Victim. And for whom 
does he offer it? Here we see the advantage of our being actually 
present and assisting at the Mass; for not only does the priest offer 
it for himself but also for those who are surrounding him: pro omnibus 
circumstantibus. He continually keeps mentioning all those who are 
here present. But more than this; the action of the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass extends so far, that the priest speaks also of all the faithful, 
and takes care not to omit the dead; of these last, he presently makes 
mention saying: pro omnibus fidelibus Christianis vivis atque defunctis 
[as also for all faithful Christians, both living and dead]; for not only is 
the Sacrifice intended to give glory unto God, but it is meant likewise 
to procure good things for man.

The four prayers of the Offertory are not very ancient; it was formerly 
left to the option of the different churches, to choose their own formula 
of prayer for this moment; the Canon alone has undergone no local 
changes; it has always been the very same everywhere. Since Pope 
Pius V issued his missal, which is the one now in use, nothing may 
be altered in any of the formulae accepted therein by him; but the 
variety of epoch from which the several prayers date, explains the vast 
difference observable in the Latin of theft composition and in that of the 
Canon, which is far more beautiful.

The priest having finished the oblation prayer, makes the Sign of the 
Cross with the paten and places the host on the corporal. This form of 
the cross expresses the identity existing between the Sacrifice of the 
Mass and that of Calvary. Next, the deacon puts wine into the chalice, 
and the subdeacon approaches to fulfil his office, which consists in 
putting the water into this same chalice; this act) is the highest of all 
his functions.

The prayer which accompanies this ceremony is very ancient; it dates 
back as far as the first ages of the Church, and indeed it is easy to see 
that the Latin was a spoken language at the time it was composed. 
In it is strongly brought before us what is the importance, what the 
dignity of the water here used in the Holy Sacrifice. Why is water 
put in the Chalice? Because, according to Tradition, our Lord  Himself 
when instituting the Holy Eucharist, mixed water with the  wine, as 
the abstemious are wont to do, and the Church continues to observe 
this custom. She avails herself of this opportunity to speak to us in 
wonderful language, unfolding to us sublimest mysteries.

See next week for Part 2 of this series as Dom 
Gueranger goes into further depth on this prayer.

“Suscipe, sancte Pater, omnipotens aeterne 
Deus, hanc immaculatam hostiam ...”
The priest offers up the host, which will be-
come the body of Christ at the consecration.



Saint Simeon,  
Bishop and Martyr

In his Ecclesiastical History, Eusebius (c. 260-339), the great early 
historian of the Church, wrote about thecrucifixion of Saint Simeon 
(Symeon). His source is the writings of Hegesippus, a Jew of Palestine  
(c.early second century), who converted to Christianity. Hegessipus 
wrote against the Gnostic heretics of his day. Though much of his work 
has been lost, the following concerning Simeon remains:

Concerning the martyrdom of Symeon the son of Clopas, 
Bishop of Jerusalem.

Some of these heretics, forsooth, laid an information against Symeon 
the son of Clopas, as being of the family of David, and a Christian. 
And on these charges he suffered martyrdom when he was 120 
years old, in the reign of Trajan Caesar, when Atticus was consular 
legate in Syria. And it so happened, says the same writer, that, while 
inquiry was then being made for those belonging to the royal tribe of 
the Jews, the accusers themselves were convicted of belonging to it. 
With show of reason could it be said that Symeon was one of those 
who actually saw and heard the Lord, on the ground of his great age, 
and also because the Scripture of the Gospels makes mention of Mary 
the daughter of Clopas, who, as our narrative has shown already, was 
his father.

The same historian mentions others also, of the family of one of the 
reputed brothers of the Saviour, named Judas, as having survived until 
this same reign, after the testimony they bore for the faith of Christ in 
the time of Domitian, as already recorded.

He writes as follows: They came, then, and took the presidency of 
every church, as witnesses for Christ, and as being of the kindred of 
the Lord. And, after profound peace had been established in every 
church, they remained down to the reign of Trojan Caesar: that is, 
until the time when he who was sprung from an uncle of the Lord, the 
aforementioned Symeon son of Clopas, was informed against by the 
various heresies, and subjected to an accusation like the rest, and for 
the same cause, before the legate Atticus; and, while suffering outrage 
during many days, he bore testimony for Christ: so that all, including 
the legate himself, were astonished above measure that a man 120 
years old should have been able to endure such torments. He was 
finally condemned to be crucified.

... Up to that period the Church had remained like a virgin pure and 
uncorrupted: for, if there were any persons who were disposed to 
tamper with the wholesome rule of the preaching of salvation, they 
still lurked in some dark place of concealment or other. But, when the 
sacred band of apostles had in various ways closed their lives, and 
that generation of men to whom it had been vouchsafed to listen to the 
Godlike Wisdom with their own ears had passed away, then did the 
confederacy of godless error take its rise through the treachery of false 
teachers, who, seeing that none of the apostles any longer survived, at 
length attempted with bare and uplifted head to oppose the preaching 
of the truth by preaching “knowledge falsely so called.”

Concerning his journey to Rome, and the Jewish sects.

And the church of the Corinthians continued in the orthodox faith up to 
the time when Primus was bishop in Corinth. I had some intercourse 
with these brethren on my voyage to Rome, when I spent several days 
with the Corinthians, during which we were mutually refreshed by the 
orthodox faith.

On my arrival at Rome, I drew up a list of the succession of bishops 
down to Anicetus, whose deacon was Eleutherus. To Anicetus 
succeeded Soter, and after him cameEleutherus. But in the case of 
every succession, and in every city, the state of affairs is in accordance 
with the teaching of the Law and of the Prophets and of the Lord....

And after James the Just had suffered martyrdom, as had the Lord also 
and on the same account, again Symeon the son of Clopas, descended 
from the Lord’s uncle, is made bishop, his election being promoted by 
all as being a kinsman of the Lord.

Therefore was the Church called a virgin, for she was not as yet 
corrupted by worthless teaching. Thebulis it was who, displeased 
because he was not made bishop, first began to corrupt her by 
stealth. He too was connected with the seven sects which existed 
among the people, like Simon, from whom come the Simoniani; and 
Cleobius, from whom come the Cleobiani; and Doritheus, from whom 
come the Dorithiani; and Gorthaeus, from whom come the Gortheani; 
Masbothaeus, from whom come the Masbothaei. From these men also 
come the Menandrianists, and the Marcionists, and the Carpocratians, 
and the Valentinians, and the Basilidians, and the Saturnilians. Each 
of these leaders in his own private and distinct capacity brought in 
his own private opinion. From these have come false Christs, false 
prophets, false apostles-men who have split up the one Church into 
parts through their corrupting doctrines, uttered in disparagement of 
God and of His Christ....

There were, moreover, various opinions in the matter of circumcision 
among the children of Israel, held by those who were opposed to the 
tribe of Judah and to Christ: such as the Essenes, the Galileans, the 
Hemerobaptists, the Masbothaei, the Samaritans, the Sadducees, the 
Pharisees.



Ordo Cathedral St Winefride’s Mass Intention
Sun   16 

Feb
Sexagesima 11.15 Procession and 

Sung Mass
Holy Souls

St Wulstan Little Malvern 3.15pm Sung Mass Gregorian Masses for Mary Ann Franke RIP

Mon 17 Feb Feria. 7.30am Low Mass Church Closed 
for works

Jacob 
✻ Gregorian Masses for Mary Ann Franke RIP

Tue 18 Feb Commemoration of St. Simeon, Bishop 
and Martyr, Comm.

7.30am Low Mass *Church Closed 
for works

Holy Souls 
✻ Gregorian Masses for Mary Ann Franke RIP

Wed 19 Feb Feria. 7.30am Low Mass Church Closed 
for works

✻ Private Intention 
 Gregorian Masses for Mary Ann Franke RIP

Thu 20 Feb Feria. 7.30am Low Mass 
11am Holy Hour with  
Benediction and Confessions

*Church Closed 
for works

✻ Novena of Masses for a Special Intention 
Gregorian Masses for Mary Ann Franke RIP

Fri 21 Feb Feria. 7.30am Low Mass *Church Closed 
for works

✻ Novena of Masses for a Special Intention 
Gregorian Masses for Mary Ann Franke RIP

Sat 22 Feb Chair of St. Peter, II class, Com. of 
St. Paul.

10.45am Confessions 
11.15 Low Mass

✻ Novena of Masses for a Special Intention 
Gregorian Masses for Mary Ann Franke RIP

Sun 23 Feb Quinquagesima 11.15 Sung Mass Novena of Masses for a Special Intention 

St Wulstan Little Malvern 3.15pm Sung Mass Gregorian Masses for Mary Ann Franke RIP 

*Change from the usual schedule!     ✻Intention for a Mass said privately

St.Winefride’s Presbytery, Mynd Close, Shrewsbury SY2 5RA
Rev.Canon Scott Smith, Prior of the House of Saint Chad 
email: canon.smith@institute-christ-king.org telephone: 07366 321039   
Rev. Anselm Gribbin, Assisting Priest - email: jagribbin@hotmail.com  telephone: 07952 963641
ICKSP website: https://icksp.org.uk/shrewsbury/

Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest
Shrewsbury Weekly Schedule *

First Fridays and First Saturdays
Mark your calendar for the next First Friday Mass, after which you are 
welcome to a Reception in the Presbytery. On the Next First Saturday after 
Mass there will be a Day of Prayer and Catechesis.

Latin Mass Society Events: Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Caversham: Saturday, 21 March 
Sacred Triduum in St Mary Moorfields, London 
Priest and Server Training Conference in Theodore House, Stonyhurst: 20 
– 23 April 
English Martyrs Pilgrimage, Preston: Saturday 2 May 
Pilgrimage in Honour of the Chideock Martyrs: Saturday, 27 June 
Pilgrimage to Holywell: Sunday, 5 July 
Annual General Meeting & High Mass in Westminster Cathedral: Saturday, 
18 July 
Residential Latin Course in Savio House, Macclesfield: 17 – 21 August 
Walking Pilgrimage to Walsingham: 27 – 30 August
Online bookings are now being accepted for the Pilgrimage to Walsingham 
– register before Low Sunday (19 April) to take advantage of our early 
bird discount! For those unable to undertake the walk, a coach will leave 
London for a Day Pilgrimage on the Sunday. Details are on our website.

For further information, go to the LMS website at https://lms.org.uk 
or telephone 020 7404 7284. Your local LMS representative is Victoria 
Keens - email shrewsbury@lms.org.uk or see her after Mass.

Look out for the Spring 2020 issue of Mass of Ages.

Announcements

Deus, qui humanæ substantiæ dignitatem mirabiliter condidisti, 
et mirabilius reformasti... A small amount of water is added to 
the wine.The water represents us, while the wine represents 
Christ. Here we are united with Him in the offering of the Mass, 
so that “we make become partakers of His divine nature, who 
deigned to become partaker of our human nature.”


