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“… it appears that Francis de Sales was given to the 
Church by God for a very special mission. His task was 
to give the lie to a prejudice which in his lifetime was 
deeply rooted and has not been destroyed even today, that 
the ideal of genuine sanctity held up for our imitation 
by the Church is impossible of attainment or, at best, is 
so difficult that it surpasses the capabilities of the great 
majority of the faithful ...” [4]
…
“Whoever attentively reviews the life of St. Francis will 
discover that, from his earliest years, he was a model 
of sanctity. He was not a gloomy, austere saint but was 
most amiable and friendly with all … Endowed with 
every virtue, he excelled in meekness of heart, a virtue so 
peculiar to himself that it might be considered his most 
characteristic trait ...” [6]
…

“He was accustomed to repeat to himself, as a source of 
inspiration, that well known phrase, ‘Apostles battle by 
their sufferings and triumph only in death.’ It is almost 
unbelievable with what vigor and constancy he defended 
the cause of Jesus Christ among the people of La 
Chablais. In order to bring them the light of faith and the 
comforts of the Christian religion, he was known to have 
traveled through deep valleys and to have climbed steep 
mountains. …” [8]

“One would err, however, if he imagined that such a 
character as St. Francis de Sales possessed was a gift 
of nature … On the contrary, Francis naturally was hot-
tempered and easily aroused to anger. Since he had vowed 
to take as his model Jesus Who has said, ‘Learn of me, 
because I am meek, and humble of heart’ (Matt. xi, 29) 
so, by means of constant watchfulness over himself and 
of violence to his own will, he succeeded in learning how 
to curb and to control to such an extent the promptings 
of nature that he became a living likeness of the God of 
Peace and Meekness …” [9]

“On the other hand, the great strength of will of this model 
of meekness manifested itself whenever he was compelled 
to stand in opposition to the powerful in order to protect 
the interests of God, the dignity of the Church, or the 
salvation of souls. Thus, on one occasion when he had 
received a letter in which he was threatened by the Senate 
of Chambery with the loss of part of his income, he lost 
no time in defending the immunity of the Church’s rights 
from this act of civil interference. He not only replied to 
the envoy sent him in a manner befitting his own high 
rank, but did not cease demanding reparation for the 
injury done until after he had received full satisfaction 
from the Senate. …” [11]
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Saint Francis de Sales mosaic, Saint  
Francis de Sales Oratory, Missouri, USA 

Saint Francis de Sales, by Francisco Bayeu y Subias, collection of 
Museo del Prado, now at Museo de Salamanca, Spain

ExcErpts from thE Encyclical of popE pius xi on st. francis dE salEs 
rErum omnium pErturbationEm (1923)



Day Date Time Mass of the Day
Intentions

Canon Wiener Father Gribbin

Sun 24th Jan 12:30 pm Third Sunday after the Epiphany
The Institute of 
Christ the King PI

Mon 25th Jan 10:00 am Conversion of St. Paul
Josef Graf von  
Neipperg RIP PI

Tue 26th Jan 6:30 pm St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr Stephen Olwer RIP PI

Wed 27th Jan 10:00 am
St. John Chrysostom, Bishop,  

Confessor & Doctor of the Church 
Barbara Spencer 

RIP PI

Thu 28th Jan 6:30 pm St. Peter Nolasco, Confessor
Canon Michael K. 

Wiener PI

Fri 29th Jan 10:00 am

St. Francis de Sales
Bishop, Confessor & Doctor of  

the Church, Co-Patron of  
the Institute of Christ the King

The Superiors of 
the Institute of 
Christ the King PI

Sat  30th Jan  10:00 am St. Martina, Virgin & Martyr Martina Rasper PI

Sun 31st Jan 12:30 pm

External Solemnity of the Feast of  
St. Francis de Sales 

Bishop, Confessor & Doctor of the Church
Co-Patron of the 

Institute of Christ the King PI PI

St.Winefride’s Presbytery, Mynd Close, Shrewsbury SY2 5RA
Rev.Canon Michael Wiener, Prior of the House of Saint Chad 
email: canon.wiener@institute-christ-king.org telephone: 07311 44 33 23   
Rev. Anselm Gribbin, Assisting Priest - email: jagribbin@hotmail.com  telephone: 07952 963641
ICKSP website: https://icksp.org.uk/shrewsbury/

fEast of saint francis dE salEs  - plEnary indulgEncE

It is with great joy and confidence in the goodness of God that we prepare for the feast of our great patron, St. Francis de Sales, 
on January 29th. The Church offers to all faithful attending the Masses celebrated by the Institute on this day the opportunity of 
gaining a plenary indulgence (under the usual conditions). This privilege of a plenary indulgence will be made available also on 
the following Sunday, when we will celebrate the External Solemnity of our saint at 12:30 pm at St. Winefride’s church.

day of rEtrEat - march 6th

Please mark your calendar: We invite you to join us for a Day of Retreat on Saturday, March 6th, at the Cathedral (10:00 am to 
4:30 pm). (Due to the lockdown and health related restrictions the exact program and format of this Day of Retreat has to be final-
ized at a later date.) 

VoluntEErs urgEntly nEEdEd

Following the transfer of the Sunday Masses in the Extraordinary Form to St Winefride’s church we are looking for generous volunteers 
willing to give their time in the service of God and the community by helping to clean the church after the Sunday 12.30pm Masses.  
This cleaning activity is of high priority with regard to the safety and hygiene standards the diocese of Shrewsbury is obliged to observe 
in all its churches. Please contact Canon Wiener with your name, telephone number and email address (contact details below on this 
page). Thank you very much in advance for your generous efforts. The more people will commit, the  more volunteers commit, the less 
often the same volunteers have to do the work.

mass intEntions and support of thE priEsts of thE institutE

To request Masses to be celebrated in your intentions: Post your requests to: Canon Michael Wiener, St Winefride’s Presbytery,  
Mynd Close, Shrewsbury SY2 5R. Alternatively, you may either deliver your request to the presbytery or hand in your envelope - 
clearly addressed to Canon Wiener - at the sacristy in the Cathedral. If you are able to support the Institute’s apostolate in Shrewsbury, 
please consider to send us a cheque to the address indicated above, or donate directly via bank transfer: 
HSBC UK     Sort Code: 40-45-14      Account Number: 61855832      For the credit of: ICKSP/St. Winefride

announcEmEnts

shrEwsbury wEEkly schEdulE

SUNDAY MASSES AT 12:30 PM AT ST. WINEFRIDES CHURCH, CROWMERE ROAD, MONKMOOR, SHREWSBURY, SY2 5RA
From January 18th to 25th inclusive: Octave of prayers for the return of the unity of the Church of separated  
Christians. The prayer Pro Ecclesiæ unitate (called in some missals “Ad tollendum schisma”) replaces during this 
time the prayer “Pro Papa/For the Pope” at Mass.


